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Stamford’s first newspaper, the Stamford Post, was established in 1710 in 

High St, St Martin’s by local businessmen, Thomas Baily & William 

Thompson. It was renamed the Stamford Mercury  in August 1712.

From 1712 until the present day, the paper has been at the heart of the 

local community reporting on local, national and international news.

The archive’s oldest newspaper, 

13 May 1714
A cover of 4 January 1722



Though the masthead has changed over the centuries, the name 

Stamford Mercury has been retained in the title since foundation.

1733

1743

1775

1789

1791

1821



Simplified form introduced January 1988

This masthead lasted with little change from 1791 until 1988

Present day masthead



It was only after about 1760 that local news began to be reported in provincial 

newspapers. For example, this Stamford Mercury  of  16 May 1776 records the laying 

of the foundation stone of Stamford Town Hall.

“On Monday last the foundation of the 

new Town Hall to be built in this borough 

was laid in the presence of the worshipful 

the Mayor, the Aldermen, [etc.]; on which 

occasion several suitable toasts were 

drunk, a handsome present was given to 

the workmen employ’d, and plenty of 

liquor distributed to the spectators.”  



The Stamford Mercury was a most important regional newspaper. National 

newspapers did not exist at that time, so the Mercury was the only source of 

information about national and international events. 

The 1745 Jacobite Rebellion, led by Bonnie Prince Charlie, was extremely worrying 

to Stamfordians as the rebels got as far as Derby, only 50 miles away. There was 

widespread panic. The Mercury of 19th December 1745, unprecedentedly,  

devoted a huge amount of space to the progress of the Rebellion.

A soothing editorial in the Mercury of 12 Dec 1745 

on the news of the rebels reaching Derby.



It took six weeks for news to reach Stamford during the American War of 

Independence, and even then the huge significance of the events was not 

recognised. 

There is no mention of the actual Declaration of Independence in the Mercury, and 

this report of three days before is all that we have.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5f/01_%D0%B1_%D0%91%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0_%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B8_%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B5.jpg


Stamford Mercury,  24 July 1789

The French Revolution and the following 25 years of war were cataclysmic 

events for Britain. Everything was reported in great detail in the Mercury.

The fall of the Bastille, 14 July 1789.



Early use of headlines. The Mercury report of the Battle of Trafalgar, 21 Oct 1805. 

SM 23 June 1815. Report of the Battle of Waterloo 

fought 5 days before. 

The Mercury reported in great detail all the events of the Napoleonic Wars: from 

battles to the introduction of Income Tax. The importance of the victory at 

Trafalgar merited the use of early headlines. together with ‘Glorious News’ of  

the victory at Waterloo. 



Before the invention of photography the Mercury relied on woodcut illustrations.

They were most attractive and were used extensively as decoration and for  

advertising. This selection ranges from the early 18th to the mid-19th centuries. 



SM. 25 Sept 1829

Thomas Hardy; left, a 

transcript from his notebook

Sale of wife - at Stamford – fellow sold her “for 

2/- wet and 2/- dry – delivered her to the         

purchaser on the market hill in a halter after wh. 

the trio retired to a p. House to quaff the heavy 

wet.”

Social events of every kind were recorded in the Mercury, some more 

curious than others. Wife selling was one of the few ways of ending a 

marriage for the labouring classes. The 1829 case (below) was later 

picked up by Thomas Hardy and used as a pivotal point in 'The Mayor of 
Casterbridge’.



Reporting on politics was the life blood of the Mercury. In  the 18th century 

contested general elections were rare as Stamford was a ‘pocket borough’ 

under the control of the earls of Exeter. There were no parliamentary elections 

in the town from 1734 until 1809. The 1734 election occasioned a riot, but the 

death of George IV in 1830 saw the first serious challenge to Burghley.

Stamford Mercury, 30 July 1830

Charles Tennyson d’Eyncourt, right, uncle of 

Alfred Lord Tennyson, stood as candidate for 

Stamford and came close to winning. 

Two years later, standing for the cause of 

parliamentary reform, he was successful.



The Stamford Mercury is a boon to historians and archaeologists. 

In Dec. 1745 William Stukeley, the antiquarian Vicar of All Saints’, wrote to the 

Mercury describing his discovery of the 13th century  Stamford Eleanor Cross.

A fragment of 

the cross was 

discovered in 

Stukeley’s 

garden in 1993. 

Stukeley’s own drawing of the 

part of the cross he discovered. 



Blockade of Chesapeake bay, 1861

“It had pleased God to bring 
upon the American people the 
curse of civil war – of all wars 
the most terrible  . . . but there 
are many special reasons why 
we should extend help to 
those of our countrymen now 
suffering such great distress in 
the consequence of this 
dreadful war. The working 
men of Lancashire and 
Cheshire were patiently and 
resignedly enduring much 
suffering – which was not 
owing to their own want of 
forethought or any fault of 
their own.” 

Sermon in  St Martin's,  

SM, 31 Oct 1862.

This collection raised £52, the 

equivalent to £5,000 today.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 1861-5. 

Wars abroad could have worldwide effects. The 

North’s blockade of the Southern ports prevented the 

export of their major product, cotton. Lancashire 

cotton workers were badly affected by this, and the 

Mercury reported on many collections in Stamford in 

1862 to alleviate their distress. These  were echoed 

throughout the country. 

http://www.essentialcivilwarcurriculum.com/the-union-blockade-of-the-southern-states.html


It was the Mercury’s practice, along with most other newspapers, to  place a black 

edge round its pages on the death of a monarch. In the 19th century, this included 

every page, but in the 20th century  this was reduced to the actual pages  reporting 

the deaths.

It was at the end of the 19th century that the Mercury became less of a regional 

newspaper and more a local one.

George VI, Feb 1952

George III, Feb 1820

Victoria, Jan 1901



SM 29 October 1915.

SM 15 November 1918.

SM 7 August 1914.



SM, 3 July 1942 

For reasons of national security, the 

Mercury, like all newspapers, referred to 

a town’s location only in deliberately 

vague terms: a Midland town or an 
Eastern Counties town. 
Local people knew to what the Mercury 

was referring.



The survival of the Stamford Mercury archive is fortuitous, 

owing to the care and diligence of many generations of 

owners, editors and journalists. 

By the 1990s overuse and mishandling had caused 

deterioration so bad that its owners, Johnston Press, closed 

it temporarily to the public. They donated the archive to a 

specially formed trust, which consulted various experts on 

the best way to conserve the archive. 

An application was made to the Heritage Lottery Fund 

which in 2005 was successful. A grant of £305,000 was 

made towards a five year conservation programme. This 

was completed on time.



THE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

The archive was stored in the newspaper offices, and from 1785 to 1971 was 

kept on the Mercury premises at 61 High Street. Since then it has moved four 

times, coming to its present location in Cherryholt Road in 2013. 

The archive room in the Sheepmarket 

offices, just prior to the 2005 

conservation programme.
Storage conditions were not ideal: 

volumes were stored vertically and the 

larger ones were collapsing under their 

own weight. Environmental conditions 

were not up to modern standards.



THE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

All newspapers before 1988 are stored horizontally in archival boxes on mobile 

shelving, and there is enough expansion space to allow for the next 50 years.

Handling  is facilitated by the use of safety steps and a mobile trolley.

The room is air conditioned and  internal climate is monitored.

A Trust volunteer working in the archive.



Conserved volumes stored in archival boxes. 

The newspapers were taken in batches 

to a specialist paper conservator. If the 

volumes were in good condition and 

the bindings not causing long term 

damage, they were conserved merely 

by washing, cleaning and repair. They 

were then placed in archival standard 

boxes and protected with inert ‘Mylar’ 

dust wrappers.

THE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

The papers from the disbound volumes, 

stored in inert folders and archival standard 

boxes. 

Where the bindings were in poor 

condition and rebinding would cause 

more damage, it was decided to leave 

the papers unbound and to place them  

in archival standard folders and archival 

boxes; a course of action decided after 

consultation with specialist bodies. 



One of the trust’s major achievements has been to organize a consortium of 

national and local bodies to microfilm every known copy of the Stamford 
Mercury. To do this the trust contacted libraries all over the world.

Subsequently the British Newspaper Library digitised this microfilm and the

Stamford Mercury Archive Trust is proud to know that its newspapers have 

made a major contribution to the project. 

An exhaustive index to the Stamford Mercury, 1800-1844, was compiled some years 

ago and is now located in the archive.



With the completion of the 

conservation programme, the main 

task of the trust has been to compile a 

full inventory of the archive, a task 

never before attempted. This inventory 

is now being transferred to computer.

The computer also monitors internal 

climate and is used for administration. 

Much of the trust’s work is carried 

out by the volunteers who, as well as 

compiling the inventory, organise the 

storage and answer enquiries. This 

includes sending out scanned images 

via CD, DVD and e-mail. 



Stamford Mercury Archive Trust

The Stamford Mercury archive is an important part of 

Stamford’s, and the nation’s, heritage. It has been 

maintained in the town since the early 18th century and 

the Stamford Mercury Archive Trust, working in 

cooperation of the newspaper’s present owners,  Iliffe

Media, continues the work. 

Volunteers play an essential part in our work and we 

welcome new members. 

If this presentation has interested you in our work and you 

would like to become a volunteer, please contact us at:

enquiries@smarchive.org.uk


